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LETTERS OF WILLIAM BYRD, 2d, OF 
WESTOVER, VA. 



[At " Brandon," on lames river, the old seat of the Harrison 
family, are several small, unbound books, containing copies of 
letters written by Colonel William Bryd, the second, of West- 
over. Though a few of his letters are to be found elsewhere — 
there are nine originals in the collection of this Society — the 
copies constitute by far the greater portion of what remains. 
We are indebted to Mrs. Harrison, of Brandon, and to the 
members of her family, for permission to print the letters here 
given. 

Of Colonel William Byrd, the author of the " Dividing Line," 
the " Journey to the Land of Eden," and " Trip to the Mines," 
the founder of Richmond and Petersburg, the collector of the 
largest private library in the colonies, little of a biographical 
character need be said here. The edition of his writings, soon 
to be published by Doubleday, Page & Company, of New York, 
will contain the only thorough and careful study of his life which 
has yet been made. It will be the work of Prof. J. S. Bassett, 
of Trinity College, Durham, N. C. 

William Byrd, second of the name, son of Colonel Wil- 
liam Byrd, of " Belvidere" and " Westover," was born March 
10, 1674, and died August 26, 1744. He was a member of the 
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House of Burgesses, succeeded his father as Receiver-General, 
and was appointed to the Council in 1705. He remained a mem- 
ber of this body until his death, and during the latter portion 
of his life was President of the Council. 

He was a man of great sagacity and enterprise, and besides 
collecting the largest private library in America, 3,500 volumes, 
made several interesting and valuable contributions to literature, 
which have been published under the title of "The Westover 
Manuscripts." 

Colonel Byrd married, first, in 1704, Lucy, daughter and co- 
heiress of Colonel Daniel Parke; and secondly, Mary (born May 
10, 1698, died April 28, 177 1), daughter and co-heiress of Thos. 
Taylor, of Kensington, England. By the first marriage he had 
Evelyn, who died unmarried in 1737, and Wilhemina, who mar- 
ried Thomas Chamberlayne. By the second marriage the chil- 
dren were Anne, who married Charles Carter, of "Cleve;" 
Maria, married Landon Carter, of "Sabine Hall;" Jane, mar- 
ried John Page, of " North End," and Colonel William, the 
third, of Westover. 

Some small portions of the letter books at Brandon are illegi- 
ble, and a few pages are missing, and in some cases the dates 
of letters cover the same period as those in other books, but it 
has not been practicable here to attempt a strictly chronological 
arrangement.] 



(0 
To 



Virginia, the 20th of August, 1733. 
Gentlemen: 

I had your Favour by Captain Turner with my goods which 
came in good order according to the ship notes, except a small 
errour in that of your apothecary, who charges me with 3 ounces 
of liquid Laudanum & sent none. 

This is some disappointment to * * of us Quacks besides 
a wrong charge of 3 or 4 shillings. 

It is a pleasure to me that Captain Turner has loaded his ship 
so soon, tho no thanks be due to me for contributing to it. You 
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are not [un ?] acquainted with my engagements to the Alderman* 
(Since he has done me the honour to Publish it to all the world) 
& therefore you will commend me for endeavouring to get out 
of his clutches as soon as I can. 

This is the only reason I ship no Tobacco to you this year & not 
any quarrel to your accounts which are equal to other peoples. 
A happy time may come when I shall be in condition to choose 
my merchants & promote your Interest more than ever. In the 
meanwhile if thro' the Inequity of the market I happen to * 

* * * that you lose money by your ships, not even in the 
Instance * * pleas' d to give. For if you are desired by any 
Dealers here to * * * ship with their cargos you should 
not do it except they agree to pay you a reasonable Freight. 
They are to get by such * * * * & therefore in Justice 
should not let you lose. But these being the men who ship 
a great deal of Tobacco, you are unwilling to disoblige them & 
so must charge your losses upon your own complaisance. Be- 
sides you are all Rivals in the Trade & are as jealous of one 
another as you would be for a mistress. You are fearfull others 
should be beforehand with you & so run away with the consign- 
ments. Being hurryd by such fears you hasten away your ships 
as if they were to fetch another Golden Fleece without regarding 
that thriving proverb, no more hast than good speed. I f you would 
all agree to send your ships together to be here in March & be 
carefull to choose frugal and obligent Masters (such as I take 
Norwood to be) with orders to take Tobacco in to any body, I 
am confident you might be gainers at £7 a Tun, and I am sure 
we have had no encouragement lately to give a larger freight 
than that. 

I have been the more particular in this subject because I be- 
lieve I am writing to a man of sense who will not like the com- 
mon Pack run away with the general cry that we are chargeable 
with their losses by shipping, when it all happens thro' their 
own indiscreet conduct, and we have no other hand in it but 
because we have no encouragement to give a larger Freight. 
But that ought not to be imputed to us so long as tis not their 

* Micajah Perry, Alderman and Lord Mayor of London, who carried 
on a great trade with Virginia, and to whom Byrd wa9 in debt. 
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own election whether they'll send their ships on their Terms or 
not. I wish you better luck another time and am, etc. 

For Mr. * * * 



(2) 

To 



In Regard to His North Carolina Lands.* 

Virginia, the 23rd of May, 1735. 
Sr: 

Altho it has not been my fortune to hear from you this ship- 
ping, yet having abundant reason to thank you for your * * 
favours, I can't in conscience forbear thanking you for them. 
Mr. * * has let me know how very kind you have been in 
joining your * * es with his, to discomfort one unrightious 
Trustee & oblige him to give * * estate into honester hands. 

I find he parted with it as hardly as * * [There is some 
reason to believe that the foregoing is the beginning of a differ- 
ent letter from that which follows, and that a page of the letter 
book is missing.] Since your Excell'y was pleased to express 
yourself most obligingly with regard to the land I hold in N. 
Carolina, I beg you will have the Patience to suffer the true state 
of it to be laid before you. 

After the dividing line was run between these two Govern- 
ments, that of North Carolina had no other Fund to pay its 
Commissioners, but by allowing them to take up a certain quan- 
tity of Land, in any of part of that Province at the Quit rent of 
one shilling for every hundred acres, so much of these Gentle- 
men's Rights as amounted to 20,000 acres I purchased of them 
for ^200 of our money, including all charges. I chose that 
Quantity near the mountains, about 70 miles above the highest 
Inhabitants and upon a plat returned and signed by the Surveyor 
Gen'll, obtained a Patent for it dated the 9th of December, 1728, 
and because I would be in no fault, I payd my Quit rents punc- 
tually as long as your officers would please to receive them. 

This, Sir, is the naked truth of my case, as Col. Moseley can 

* It was a visit to these lands which Col. Byrd has described in his 
"Journey to the Land of Eden." 
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witness for me, and I think all mankind will acquit me of the 
least shadow of Fraud & collusion. Nor can any cavil be rais'd 
against me unless it be that my Bounds were not completely 
mark'd before the Date of the Patent. But this surely can be 
no equitable objection, considering the great Distance, and the 
rather because the Land being included within straight lines of 
determinate distances, the Bounds as well as Quantity of Acres 
were mathematically ascertained. However, to prevent any 
future Grant from encroaching upon me I have since taken the 
trouble to carry up the best surveyor I could get and caused my 
Bounds to be completely marked and measured. 

I have been told by some, indeed, that the Governor of that 
Provence had a Private Instruction from the Lords Proprietors 
directing that no Land in Albemarle county should be granted 
at a less Rent than two shillings the hundred acres. For this, 
Sir, I beg leave to answer two things, first, that this could not 
be supposed to mean the Lands up to the Mountains, which 
lying a vast way above the Inhabitants, needed the greatest en- 
couragement for People to take it up to guard the Frontiers 
towards the Indians; and secondly, supposing it to carry the 
strictest sence it could amount to no more than a private direc- 
tion from their Lord to their Governor, for the breach of which 
he only was answerable. Nor can his not observing it make 
any Patent void that was granted according to the Terms of his 
Commission which is publick for every one to take notice of, 
whereas Instructions are private for the Governor's particular 
use. Neither can the Lords Proprietors be deceived in their 
Grant as the King may, no more than any other subject, but their 
commission must have the same effect as a Power of Attorney, 
which makes every Act valid that is done according to that 
Power, let the Attorney have what private Instruction he pleases, 
and were every act of a Governor to be void that is not done 
exactly according to His Instructions, even in the King's case, 
it would breed infinite confusion, and no man would know what 
to depend upon. Besides when Lands have been granted to 
persons who deserved well of the Lords Proprietors by some 
publick service, it would alter the case very much in favour of 
the Grantees. 

It will likewise, I hope, be reason'd some merit if I endeavour 
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to settle a good number of Foreign Protestants upon that Land, 
not only to guard the Frontiers but also to lead the way in sev- 
erall useful Improvements. I expect a small colony over the 
latter end of this year, haveing received a letter from a Swiss 
gentleman to that effect. With this view I made another entry 
in your Government for 5,000 acres more, which I will go up 
and survey as soon as the weather will permit, in order to obtain 
a Patent. 

I would not presume to advise where I am not called upon to 
do it, but certainly the Easier Terms your Lands are Granted 
upon, the more will be granted and the more People will remove 
thither. But if the conditions be as hard there, or harder than 
in the other Colonys, men will stay where they are rather than 
be at the trouble of removing for no advantage. The Lord 
Baltimore finds this to be true by wofull experience. 



(3-) 
To Mr. C. Smith. 

Virginia, the 23rd of August, 1735. 
Sir: 

I cannot recollect that any thing remains unanswered of 
your Letters, so that I have little to say besides my Hearty com- 
mendations. However there is one thing I must tell you by 
way of acknowledgement that the Accounts you sent me are the 
best I have had this year and if you can guess to whom I am in 
Debt, theirs are much the worst. The mysterys in Trade are 
as great as those in Religion, or else 3 or 4 short crops to 
People of common understanding should afford some hopes of 
keeping the market at least where it was and not let it sink to 
nothing. What comes home this shipping will be moderate in 
Quantity and what is now in hand will be much loss by reason 
of the great want of Plants in the Spring and the perpetual Rains 
we have had ever since. Thus if the scarcity of a commodity 
will not raise the value of it I will depend no longer on old 
musty maxims and direct my judgment hereafter not to the Mer- 
chandise but by those that manage it. 

My invoice I sent by Capt. Boiling who I hope is with you 
before this day. It is much as was last year but least I should 
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out run the neat proceeds of my Tobacco, I have inclosed a note 
upon Mr. Lamport of a Small Ballance he owes me. The nine 
hhd. I troubled you with by Capt. Bowlling is all stemmed, and 
I hope is so well condition' d that with your good conduct will 
yield a living Price. What effect a war may have upon our 
Trade God knows, it seems to threaten you very hard, and with- 
out some happy Turn to the Emperour's affairs it would be un- 
avoidable. God Almighty who governs the world will order every 
thing for the best and turn the councils of those that disturb 
mankind (like those of Achitophell) into Folly. I heartily wish 
you health and Happiness, and am Sir, &c. 
For Mr. C. Smith. 



(4-) 
To Mr. Otway.* 

Virginia, the 6th of October, 1735. 
Dear Sir: 

I flattered you in my last that you would be safe from any 
more of my Persecutions this year, but there is no such thing as 
being secure against the Importunitys of those that love us. Our 
Friend the wandering Jewf once more embarking for your 
happy Island I can't suffer him to wait upon you without his 
Credentials. Since I wrote last I have been entertained with 
your favour of the 28th of May, and can tell you with no small 
delight that I believe none of your kind epistles have miscar- 
ried. And the reason I received them no sooner was not thro' 
the neglect of my Friend, Mr. Hanbury, but because our ships 
made a round about voyage which made it late before they ar- 
rived. I hope they got so little by it last year that they will 
come a straiter course to us the next. Your rigorous proceed- 
ings with regard to our common Interest are beyond what one 
might expect from an invalide, and I wish the Fatigue of it has 
not made you worse. You have my hearty thanks for the gen- 

* Francis Otway, a colonel in the English army, who had married a 
Miss Taylor, sister of the second wife of Colonel Byrd. 

t An acquaintance so nick -named, who is frequently mentioned in these 
letters. 
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erous Pains you have taken and I think you have dispatched 
abundance of Business in a little Time, though not so much as 
a young gentleman of my acquaintance who hurried himself with 
a Wife & a child and burryed 2 Jointured Widdows in the space 
of 6 weeks. This was losing no time and I defy you with all 
your alertness to do the latter Half in as many months. When 
old Satan owes a man a spite he heaps one misfortune on the 
back of another. Thus our poor Brother Hayes amidst his 
other misfortunes is in for another thousand Pounds for having 
too good an opinion of his Steward. You will answer for me, I 
had more unlucky Forebodings about that unrighteous Fellow, 
upon the belief that a Gentlemen can't easily be undone without 
the help of his Intendant. 

A very honest man that Richard Farwell, Esq. , to refuse de- 
livering up our Papers when detaining them can do him no other 
good than to gratify his malice. He certainly has villainy in the 
very grain of Him, and had he but courage suitable to the 
Crookedness of his Principles he would be as dangerous as the 
renowned Gregory. What a Burlesque upon justice to make 
such a Fellow a magistrate. It seems as preposterous in my 
Lord Chancellor to dishonor the Commission of the Peace in 
such instance, as it is in the Rt. Reverend the Bishops to ad- 
mit so many Reprobates into Holy Orders. 

When People are Righteous and Reasonable like our dear 
mamma * how happy it is they are never given to change. I find 
She sticks firm to her Principles and preserves her Sweet Temper 
to the End. You may as well take a little Soap and Sand to scrub 
an Etheopian White, or to fetch out the Stains of a Damsel's 
Reputation as endeavour to bring that perverse gentlewoman to 
reason. In any ones opinion but her own she might be glad to come 
off with paying the ,£8oo which in her great Prudence she fetcht 
out of the Housekeeping and think us very dutyfull children for 
not pushing the Dispute any further. But we are not to expect 
the Reward of our peaceable Disposition from Her. I am only 
sorry you have to do with Persons who are so blinded with their 

*The person referred to was Mrs. Taylor, widow of Thomas Taylor, 
of Kensington, England, mother of the second Mrs. Byrd. She seems 
to have given the family great trouble in recovering their share of the 
estate. 
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passions that they wont see when they are well offered. God 
send your trip to Scarbrough may restore that precious health 
which is so valuable to your Family and your Friends. And if 
those healing Springs should make you well I shall think they 
deserve all the Himms & Panygericks which the Poets have lately 
lavished upon them. Nay upon so pleasing a Provocation I 
should almost venture to bestride Pegasus myself and renew my 
acquaintance with the muses which like some other of my good 
Friends I fear have forgot us. 

But Pray good sir what may the Distemper be that provokes 
you to make all those experiments ? Doth any thing affect your 
Head, your Stomach, or your Liver, or doth your Blood circu- 
late too Sluggishly ? Do your spirits run low or flutter about 
your Heart ? If you have any of these complaints pray try what 
Ginsing that Plant of Life can do for you. I have with great dif- 
ficulty procured an ounce of it which this gentleman will deliver 
safe to you and the best way of taking it is after the following 
manner: 

Divide the ounce into seven equal parts and cut each part very 
small before you use it. Put into a Small Silver Tea pot and 
having poured boiling water upon it cover it close and let it Sim- 
mer gently over live coals till the third part of the water be con- 
sumed, with what remain fill a large coffee cup and drink it early 
in the morning Sweetened with sugar candy. At night boil the 
same over again but let it stand longer over the Fire, to draw out 
all the Virtue and drink it just as you step into bed. Continue 
this for seven days till you have taken the whole ounce, living 
temperately all the while and riding out every day * * * 

I wish you may be recovered perfectly before this Remedy 
comes but tho' you be, take it to make your Health more bois- 
trous, and if it prove any Benefit to you or any pleasure to my 
Sister, 'twill all the same time be a great Joy to Dear Sir, etc. 

To Mr. Otway. 

(5) 
To Mrs. Otway. 

Virginia, the 2nd of Octob'r, 1735. 

All the Dudgeon I had conceived for my Dear Sister's Si- 
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lence vanisht at the sight of 2 of her letters just as a lover's 
despair dies when Saccarissa vouchsafes to smile, or just as 
Spowsy's Tears dry up as soon as she has gained her point of 
tender hearted Miky. 

Her last favour dated in May came to hand so lately that the 
pleasure of it dwells still upon my mind, upon recollection I am 
perswaded some of your Billets have lost their way since you 
trusted them to my esteemed friend Mr. Hanbury. He is a 
careful man & believes it is his interest to oblige me, which is 
Surest Hold we can have of Persons of his perswasion. 

The account you are so good as to give me of your engageing 
little Poppets talleys exactly with what I receive from other 
people. I need therefore make no allowance for a mother's 
fondness, nor insult you with that unmannerly Fable with which 
Esop us'd to rebuke Maternal Partiality to their own dear Off- 
spring. Both Norwood and the Wandering Jew say enough of 
your young Gentlemen to convince me that even a tender 
mother may be a faithful Historian, 'tho she speaks of the de- 
lights of her eyes and the Idol of her Heart. 

I wish with all my soul that the sattisfaction you take in your 
Nursery were without any alloy. It is to be feard Mr. Otway's 
Indisposition thrusts itself too often into your Imagination (which 
I know is apt to magnify every misfortune) and create no small 
uneasiness. 

However, I hope Scarborough waters & bathing in the Sea, 
joind with the change of air & the exercise necessary to carry 
Him thither, will be the happy remedys to restore Him to his 
health, and if they do all this, instead of believing that some 
mercenary Poet or Physician has been hired to celebrate those 
Northern Springs, I shall give my votes that the Statue of 
Health be erected there, tho it should cost us one shilling in the 
pound more to do it. 

I remember in one of my Brother's last letters he was lavish 
in his praises of Ward's pills & Drops & told me that in proof 
of his good opinion he had taken them Himself. 

But he says not one word what the distemper was that urged 
him to so daring an experiment, tho' without doubt it must 
have been a desperate one to require so desperate a Remedy. 
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They say it works with great violence, requires the strength 
of one of the King of Prussia's Grenadiers to undergo it. 

They mend a constitution the same way a tempest mends the 
air or an Earth quake the soil by throwing every thing into con- 
vulsion & whoever happens to outlive them may possibly receive 
some benefit, but in the mean while runs no small risque of being 
swallowed up or knockt on the head by such Infallible cures. I 
rejoice He came off with his life & wish with all my Heart that 
his help had been some proportion of his hazzard. 

But I am puzzled how my Dear Sister will prevail with her- 
self to let the Darling of her heart go so far without her & tarry 
so long. I suppose her answer will be that she can undergo 
anything for the advantage of one she loves. This was spoke 
like any Socrates and the truth is, as far as words will go, Ladys 
can be Philosophers, and the Clergy saints, all the difficulty is 
how to act up to that just saying, and practice so much self de- 
nyal. Your parting doubtless was a tender scene & the tenderer 
because I fancy my Brother hardly ever so much as made a visit 
to his uncle before. However, I hope before this he has paid 
you for the pain of parting with the pleasure of returning to your 
arms, with a northern Bloom upon his cheek & a double chin 
for you to play with big enough to grace a Doctor of Divinity. 
We have sung Te Deum for our Honoured mother's recovery. 
I could just pick out of our Sister Hayes' letter enough to let 
us understand she was got well again. Never was character so 
abstract as that wherein this epistle was writ, I wanted Molly 
Jeffreys to help me decipher it, who is eminently gifted that way. 
Geometry wants a name for the odd outlandish figures she had 
pleased to scratch upon her paper & I must needs think she had 
a Chinese or Ethiopian for her master. Her Lad'p has one ad- 
vantage above all other Ladys & that is she may write treason 
both against the King & her husband without the least Danger 
of being found out, all the difficulty will lye in her giveing such a 
key to her correspondents as will make the scrawl intelligible. 

Most of our family has been visited this fall with your Kentish 
Distemper. We have swallowed the Bark * plentifully but know 
not whether we should curse the Jesuits for filling our mouth 

*Jesuit's bark — Peruvian bark. 
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with so bad a Tast, or bless them for discovering so good a med- 
icine. Tho' whatever we say about the Jesuits we have reason 
to give your Drugsters & Apothecarys their just Appellation 
for sending us such Bark. Oftentimes it has been infused & had 
all the virtue drawn out of it. Now tho' this be almost as bad 
as murder in these worshipfull citizens, yet all the punishment I, 
wish them is to drink a cup of their own Bark every morning 
after it is given back with a Clyster. I am with the best wishes 
in the world, my Dear Sister's, &c. 
For Sister Otway. 



(6) 
To 



Virginia, 2nd of July, 1736. 
Sir: 

Since the arrival of Capt. Compton I have not had the 
honour of your commands but my Friend Collison has lately 
assured me of your Health, knowing that no news would delight 
me so much. In pure love to Mankind I wish you the long 
continuance of it, even so long till you have rooted out all the 
abuses of the navy which were a task worth your Prudence and 
Integrity. The present happy Peace which I hope is now finally 
settled will give you more leisure to enter upon the blessed Re- 
formation * * must confess * * * difficult undertaking, 
but virtue and daring to * * * amidst a corrupt Generation 
carried Hercules through * * * Labours. 

My affairs are now a little mended with [Alder] man Perry. 

I am selling off Land and negros to stay the [sto] mach of that 
hungry magistrate. I had much rather incommode myself a 
little than continue : n the Gripe of that usurer. I have already 
lessened my Debt near a Thousand Pounds and hope to wipe 
off the whole score in a short time. 

Can nothing be done for an old Friend of Forty years ac- 
quaintance to help him at this dead Lift ? I have seen you do 
good to others with abundance of pleasure and I believe you 



* Probably Sir Charles Wager, then First Lord of the Admiralty. His 
portrait formerly at Westover is now at Brandon. 
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have had as much of that pleasure in your time as any one liv- 
ing. I wish I could perswade you to take a little upon my 
account by speaking a good word for me to your Friend S'r 
Robert.* I have now taken my Degrees for a Small Govern- 
ment having served His Majestie as one of his Councill full 30 
years, and 'tis a little reasonable after being so long a sharer in 
all the trouble of Government to come at last to taste the Profit 
of it. However I would be suspected by no means to desire 
any thing in prejudice to Mr. Gooch who is a good Governour 
* * * would have him removed unless it were to a better 
Post, and then the rewarding of his merit might encourage his 
successor whoever he may happen to be to tread in his steps. 

I am sorry to say it, but most of the worthy Gentlemen sent 
to Govern in this part of the world are more inclined to repre- 
sent the King's authority than they are his virtues. They are 
generally so intent upon making their Fortunes that they have 
no leisure to study the good of the People and how to make 
them useful to their Mother Country. 

'Tis certain every one of the Colonys might wish * * * 
litde contrivance be made more profitable to Great Britain even 
the spices might every one be produced in the Islands, as we 
find * * happy experience that coffee is. There is no doubt 
but Tea would. 



(7) 
To How AND Kelsick. 

Virginia, the 7th of August, 1736. 
Gentlemen : 

I had your favour of the 10th of February by Capt. Skel- 
ton, with the Sale of my Tobacco, but have not laid eye on the 
Captain. I had also the piece of Linnen which I like very well 
and am sorry all my Tobo was engaged to other Ships before 
yours came. For this reason I can send you none at present, 
but must reserve that trouble to another year, & in the mean- 
while pay you my Respect, that y'u may not imagine I intend to 
put an end to our correspondence and to convince you I mean 

* Sir Robert Walpole. 
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to have further Dealings with you, I desire you to send me a 
piece of Sheeting Linnen moderately fine fr. common use, & 
shant fail to acknowledge the favour with some Tobacco next 
shipping. I am sorry for the Death of Capt'n Griffin, who 
seemed to be a man of worth & such can be but ill spared in 
these our days. I heartily wish you Success in all your affairs, 
& am with great truth, Gentlemen, yours, &c. 
To How & Kelsick. 



(8) 
To 



Virginia, the ioth of August, 1736. 
Gentlemen: 

The Errand of this letter I hope will not be unacceptable, 
serving to enclose Bills of Exchange amounting to four hundred 
and fifty-three pounds, eight shillings and six pence, which I 
dare say will be all paid. Besides this Remittance, Mr. Beal 
wrote me word that in April last he should pay you what would 
be due to me fr. my Divident of the last year's Rents. There 
will also go to you by the Burwell 1 2 Hogsheads of Tobacco, 
being all I made this year upon Pamunkey. All these adding 
together will I trust make up the Interest of my Debt & dis- 
charge ^500 of the principal, and this, God willing, I intend to 
do every year till I score off the whole Summ. You have there- 
fore, no need to threaten or be angry, which can do you no 
service, because you will have your money sooner by fair means 
than by foul, & I fancy more of it. I am Gentlemen, Your, &c. 



(9) 
To Mr. Lamport. 

Virginia, the 23rd of August, 1738. 
Sir: 

I gave you the trouble of a letter by Capt. Norwood who I 
hope is safe with you long before this day. In this I let you 

* Probably to the Perrys, to whom he was indebted. Professor Bas- 
sett, who is writing the life for the new edition of Byrd's works, thinks 
this debt was on account of the Parke estate. 
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into a secret why I could send you no Tobo this year, which, 
because it is a just reason, I hope you will think it- a good one. 
A time may come & very quickly too, when I may be able to 
renew my correspondence which is not discontinued for any ex- 
ception I take to your accounts, but from a gratitude claimed by 
a creditor, besides 5 p. cent. Mr. Smith will waite upon you, 
Sr. , with my note fr. the Ballance of my account, which you will 
be so good as to pay, Matters will then be over between us, & I 
hope it will have the effect of making us long friends. It shall 
not be my fault if it do not, fr. I shall be ready to do you any 
service I am able. 

The crop will be exceeding short this year because of the 
Scarcity of plants in the Spring & the continual rains we have 
had ever since. Nor has this unseasonable weather been only 
the misfortune of our Rivers, but of the whole country and as I 
am told, of Maryland too. 

All this will I hope happen for the best & notwithstanding the 
prostitutes you have among you, give a lift to a heavy * * 
market. What I tell you will come confirmed by all the latter 
Ships, else I should despair of being believed. I wish you 
Health & Success in your affairs, being very much, S'r, your. 
For Mr. Lamport. 

(10) 

The Boundary of the Northern Neck. 

(A Fragment.) 

A short narrative of the Proceedings of the Commissioner fr. 
settling the Bounds between the King & my Lord Fairfax who 
met at Fredericksburgh, the 25th of September, 17^6. 

The commission on the part of the King arrived punctually at 
Fredericksburg on the day appointed where they found only two 
of those named by the Lord Fairfax. Mr. Carter was hindered 
by sickness, who nevertheless came to us upon the 28th of Sep- 
tember, and assented to all that his Collegues had agreed to. 
We had not been idle on account of his absence beelieving the 
other two had power to proceed by virtue of their majority. 

In the first place 
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(") 

To Captain Porford. 
(Incomplete.) 

Are very apt to use us ill and what ever they may be towards 
other Customers, they cheat the plantations without any Rem * 
* * I have * * withe Messrs. Bradley and Griffin as well 
as you. They will come Poorly off this year with their ships, 
as well as the rest of their Fraternity. Our crop is so short 
that hardly any Ships will be full and but few half full. The 
worthy merchants must like that Infidel Thomas, feel before they 
believe. We told them from all parts that little Tob" would be 
made, but they lookt upon it all as a Flam and have discreetly 
crowded in more ships than ordinary. But they will pay dear 
for their Unbelitf and I hope will have the modesty to take the 
fault upon themselves and not charge their indiscretion upon us. 
I trust the scarcity of our supply from hence this year and a 
market quite empty at home will make our poor commodity hold 
up its Head in spite of all the Blunders & ill management of our 
correspondents. If they dont exert themselves now I shall give 
over all hopes and sell my Tobacco in the country. I wish you 
would be so kind as to call upon my Friend, Mr. Catsby,* now 
and then to know if he has any Letter or commands for me. 
He is Such a Philosopher that he needs a monitor to put him in 
mind of his Friend. I wish you and your Family very happy 
and am sir, &c. 

For Capt. Porford. 

*Mark Catesby (1679 ?-i749), naturalist, author of the Natural His- 
tory of Carolina, &c, was in America from 1710 to 1719. During this 
period he was frequently in Virginia, and it is he to whom Spotswood 
(Letters, II, 44), refers in speaking of a collection of seeds made by 
"a Gentleman now in this Country, a nephew of Mr. Jekyll's, of Castle 
Haningham, and very curious in such things." His sister Elizabeth 
Catesby married Dr. William Cocke, Secretary of State of Virginia, and 
has many descendants, among whom the names Jekyll and Catesby 
have been favorite Christian names. Mr. Jasper Clayton, of Chester- 
field county, has a copy of Catesby's Natural History, presented by him 
to John Clayton, the Virginia botanist, with an autograph of the author. 
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(12) 

To Mr. Otway. 
( Incomplete. ) 

At the same time demolish her Favorite Daughter. But now 
I make honourable mention of that Gentleman pray let me know 
whether he is confined in the Enchanted Castle near Fleet Ditch 
or whether he has liberty to trapse about in the Dirty neigh- 
bourhood of it ? and if I may trouble you with another Question 
relating to that worthy Relation, I want to know whether he-be 
the hopefull Progeny of the celebrated Gamester of that name 
who I know got a great Estate by his Industry that way, and 
afterwards removed into France for some time ? All these par- 
ticulars answer the age and education of our Dear Brother, and 
then his Estates being trampled under the Devil's Feet is some 
sign it was got over his shoulders. I have not had the pleasure 
of one letter from my good Friend Mr. Pratt this year, but to 
be revenged of Him I have wrote him two. If that wont pro- 
voke Him I will send him three next year, and all will be little 
enough to thank Him for the trouble he is so good as to take in 
our affair Pray make Him my compliments and let Him Know 
that I depend entirely on his generous Friendship tho he don't 
care to make frequent Profession of it. 

So soon as I can procure a first supply of Ginseng I will send 
you a Tast of it. It is as hard to be found as Humility in our 
Sex and Constancy in the other, and the Frugal hand wherewith 
Providence dispenses this Noble vegetable is a proof of its ex- 
cellence. On the mountains where it grows tis hard to be met 
with & tis as easie to propagate Chastity in that great city as it 
is Ginseng in a Garden. The Seed is 20 months in the Ground 
before it comes Up and the Root ten years before it grows fit for 
use. All these Difficultys make it an absolute Rarity and indeed 
its vertues are so great that mankind is not worthy to have it in 
plenty. 

We play the Fool * * * 50 or 60 years, what Prodigys 
then should we grow up to in double that time? And why 
should the vigour of our constitutions be lengthened out, when 
the odds are great, we should make a bad use of it. 



180 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

I wish I could send my dear Sister a Secret to cure her aver- 
sion to writing. I beat my poor Brains about it continually, and 
can think of nothing more effectual than to give her a firm & 
fixt persuasion that her Letters make her Friends very happy. 
Now we will give our corporal oaths of that, if she wont take 
our Paroles and then if I know Her at all she is too good natured 
to deny Pleasure to those that Love Her, for so poor a motive 
as that of studying her Ease. 

We are all well on this side thank God and full of wishes for 
the Health and Happiness of our Friends at Kensington, upon 
the word of your, etc. 

For Brother Otway. 

[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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[The present is the third section of this list. The first two 
were parts of a list for the entire United States which for some 
time past has been under compilation for the Library of Congress 
by Mr. Ralph M. McKenzie, a journalist and member of the 
Library staff, who has made this list a special undertaking. He 
is the author of the historical notes and prefaces in the articles 
on the Congressional Library. A list for the United States as a 
whole, without the notes and prefaces has just been issued by 
the Library. The notes and prefaces may form a separate vol- 
ume. 



